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This document is the standalone Al-and-platform accountability and risk-classification framework, separated from
the Age Verification Architecture (companion document). Nothing in this document constitutes legal advice,
accusation, or conclusive adjudication. All legal references reflect publicly documented actions, settlements, or
regulatory proceedings, as of February 2026. Distinction is maintained throughout between adjudicated violations,
settlements, ongoing litigation, and regulatory investigations.

1. Abstract

This framework presents a structured analytical approach to examining accountability and risk propagation arising
from the interaction between artificial intelligence systems and social media platforms. It is designed to be
methodologically explicit, reusable, and implementation-aware — moving beyond narrative concern toward
structured risk classification, governance mapping, and enforceable intervention models suitable for legislative
review and federal action.

2. Scope Boundaries

This framework addresses: (1) how Al systems integrated into social amplification engines create youth exposure
risk; (2) how existing legal frameworks apply or fail to apply; and (3) what structural controls — specifically age-
tiered verification with identity gating — would close documented enforcement gaps. (The technical design of that
verification mechanism is detailed in the companion document, “Age Verification Architecture.”)

This framework does not: track user behavior, collect personal data by default, perform content moderation, enforce
ideology, or operate as a surveillance layer. It is a risk-classification and accountability architecture, not a behavioral
governance engine.

3. Operational Definitions

Risk: A measurable likelihood of harm or governance failure arising from system interaction.
Amplification: The acceleration or expansion of content visibility through algorithmic distribution systems.
Governance Gap: A mismatch between technical capability and regulatory or enforcement capacity.

Shared Liability: A distributed accountability model where Al providers and platform operators share
enforceable responsibility.

e Amplification Velocity (AV): The speed and scale at which content propagates through a platform's
recommendation and sharing mechanisms. Scored 1-5.

e  Youth Exposure Probability (YEP): The estimated likelihood that content reaches users under the age of
18. Scored 1-5.

e Audit Transparency (AT): The degree to which a platform's moderation, scoring, and enforcement
processes are externally verifiable. Scored 1-5.

e Iegal Exposure Intensity (LEI): The concentration of documented regulatory and legal actions relevant to
youth protection and data privacy. Scored 1-5.



4. System Architecture — Layers 1-4

The following four-layer model describes how content and Al outputs move from generation to amplification, and
where governance gaps allow youth exposure to occur.

Layer Name Function Primary Risk

L1 Exposure Passive consumption of platform content by Unfiltered content delivered without age
users screening

L2 Data Behavior Platform capture of behavioral telemetry Profiling minors without verified consent

L3 Governance Gap Mismatch between policy and enforcement Weak age controls, opaque moderation logic

L4 Amplification Algorithmic acceleration of content reach Viral propagation to minor audiences

Platforms operating at high AV and YEP simultaneously (L4 combined with L1 risk) represent the highest-priority
regulatory targets. Cross-platform content sharing dramatically multiplies L4 exposure without additional L3

enforcement.

5. Social Platforms as Amplification Engines

The following ten platforms are classified within the Layer 14 architecture and risk methodology. Entries reflect
publicly documented behaviors and regulatory records, not allegations.

Meta Platforms (Facebook / Instagram)

e Amplification Model: Engagement-optimized feed ranking; cross-product integration (IG, FB, Threads,
WhatsApp)

e Age Control Status: Self-declared age with limited enforcement; experimental ID pilots in some regions
e Legal / Regulatory Record: FTC Consent Decree (2019, COPPA); EU GDPR ongoing; 2023-24 state AG

lawsuits alleging harms to minors

TikTok (ByteDance)

e Amplification Model: For You Page algorithmic inference; high-velocity short-form recommendation

engine

e Age Control Status: Teen account segmentation; enforcement inconsistent globally

e Legal / Regulatory Record: FTC fine $5.7M (2019, COPPA); U.S. state AG lawsuits; federal divestiture
legislative pressure

YouTube (Google)

e Amplification Model: Recommendation engine + autoplay loops; cross-linking with Shorts ecosystem

e Age Control Status: YouTube Kids exists; self-reported age for main platform
e Legal / Regulatory Record: FTC & NY AG settlement $170M (2019, COPPA)

X (formerly Twitter)

e Amplification Model: Algorithmic visibility shifts + monetized virality; rapid reshare mechanics

e Age Control Status: Minimal friction; no enforced ID verification

e Legal / Regulatory Record: FTC consent order violation 2022 settlement

Snap Inc.

e Amplification Model: Ephemeral content + AR features; high biometric-style interaction telemetry

e Age Control Status: Account minimum age stated; limited technical enforcement
e Legal / Regulatory Record: BIPA (Illinois) class-action settlement 2022




Reddit

e Amplification Model: Upvote-driven surfacing; community-based moderation variance across subreddits
e Age Control Status: Stated minimum age; enforcement at subreddit level only
e Legal / Regulatory Record: FTC action 2023 (COPPA-related settlement)

Discord

e Amplification Model: Private server ecosystems; invite-based access; Al-generated content sharing
e Age Control Status: Stated minimum age 13; enforcement weak; no centralized oversight
e Legal / Regulatory Record: Multiple civil lawsuits alleging facilitation of exploitation via private servers

(ongoing; not adjudicated)
Telegram

e Amplification Model: Encrypted broadcast channels; forwarded bot posts across channels
e Age Control Status: Minimal; enforcement variability across jurisdictions
e Legal / Regulatory Record: SEC v. Telegram (2020) — $1.2B ICO halted for securities violations

Pinterest

e Amplification Model: Algorithmic curation + commercial integration; high behavioral profiling
e Age Control Status: Lower political amplification risk; age controls optional
e Legal / Regulatory Record: 2022 shareholder derivative lawsuit over governance failures (settled)

LinkedIn (Microsoft)

e Amplification Model: Professional amplification + AI content generation integration; high data persistence
e Age Control Status: Lower youth exposure risk; self-reported age
e Legal / Regulatory Record: 2022 class-action settlement regarding data scraping (hiQ Labs precedent)

6. Al Systems — Risk Classification

The following Al systems are assessed for amplification role, youth exposure risk, and existing verification or safety
controls. All legal references are publicly documented.

OpenAl (ChatGPT ecosystem)

e Risk Vector: General-purpose language generation; broad public deployment
e Age/Safety Controls: Platform-level policy; limited technical enforcement
e legal / Regulatory Record: Copyright litigation (ongoing; authors and media organizations)

Microsoft Copilot

e Risk Vector: Integrated into Office ecosystem; broad enterprise and consumer access
e Age/Safety Controls: Microsoft account age gating; variable enforcement
e legal / Regulatory Record: Copyright litigation (parallel to OpenAl partnership)

Google DeepMind (Gemini)

e Risk Vector: Multimodal integration across Google Search, Workspace, and Android ecosystem
e Age/Safety Controls: Google account age gating; GDPR-aligned in EU



e Tegal / Regulatory Record: EU privacy regulator investigations regarding Al data scraping

Anthropic (Claude)

e Risk Vector: Constitutional Al safety approach; platform-integrated; lower open virality
e Age/Safety Controls: Platform-level gating; lower autonomous amplification risk
e Legal / Regulatory Record: Copyright/regulatory scrutiny (emerging)

Meta LLaMA (open weights)

e Risk Vector: Open-weight deployment enabling broad third-party integration
e Age/Safety Controls: Dependent on third-party deployment choices; highly variable
e Legal / Regulatory Record: GDPR/COPPA relevance for integrated products

Stability Al

e Risk Vector: Image generation; integrated into third-party platforms
e Age/Safety Controls: Platform-dependent; limited native controls
e Legal / Regulatory Record: Ongoing copyright litigation (Getty Images)

Midjourney
e Risk Vector: Image generation; Discord-native; high social sharing

e Age/Safety Controls: Discord-dependent age controls
e Legal / Regulatory Record: Copyright class-action (ongoing)

Character.Al

e Risk Vector: Al persona and roleplay platform; direct user interaction
e Age/Safety Controls: Age gating stated; enforcement gaps documented
e Tegal / Regulatory Record: Civil litigation — alleged harmful interactions with minors (recent filings)

Perplexity Al

e Risk Vector: Al-powered search and summarization; publisher content integration
e Age/Safety Controls: Minimal age controls; adult-facing deployment assumed
e Iegal / Regulatory Record: Publisher disputes regarding scraping/summarization (ongoing)

ByteDance Al (CapCut, Al Lab)

e Risk Vector: Video generation integrated into TikTok ecosystem
e Age/Safety Controls: Subject to TikTok enforcement weaknesses
e Legal / Regulatory Record: Federal investigation (ongoing; national security/data access)

7. Legal Exposure Ledger — Annotated

All entries reflect publicly documented regulatory or judicial actions, verified as of February 2026. Ongoing matters
subject to change. International laws (GDPR, BIPA) included for comparative context; federal enforcement is the
primary focus.

Entity Statute Action Type Outcome / Status Relevance
Meta Platforms COPPA FTC Consent $5B settlement (2019) Child data collection failure; ID verification directly
Decree mitigates




Meta Platforms EU GDPR Regulatory Ongoing Cross-border youth data protection
Investigation
TikTok COPPA FTC Fine $5.7M (2019) Direct child data collection violation; ID gating
(ByteDance) addresses root cause
TikTok US State Laws | State AG Lawsuits Ongoing Youth exposure, algorithmic amplification
YouTube COPPA FTC/NY AG $170M (2019) Child-directed content and verification gaps
Settlement
X (Twitter) FTC Act 85 Consent Order 2022 settlement Misrepresentation of privacy practices; minimal age
Violation verification
Snap Inc. BIPA (Illinois) | Class-Action 2022 Biometric data in AR filters; ID verification
Settlement supports compliance
Reddit COPPA FTC Action 2023 settlement Child-directed subreddits; risk mitigated via ID
gating
Discord Civil Litigation | Ongoing Lawsuits Alleged exploitation Platform moderation liability; gated verification
facilitation required
Telegram Securities Act SEC Action $1.2B ICO halted Regulatory compliance relevance; indirect youth
(2020) exposure
Pinterest Corporate Derivative Lawsuit 2022 settlement Governance oversight; verification optional
Governance
LinkedIn Data Access Class-Action 2022 settlement Verification affects data exposure risk
Law
OpenAl Copyright Ongoing Litigation | Alleged training data Indirect; ID verification recommended for public
violations access
Microsoft Copilot Copyright Ongoing Litigation | Parallel to OpenAl Same as above
Google DeepMind EU GDPR Regulatory Ongoing Privacy compliance; youth content risk mitigated
Investigation
Stability Al Copyright Getty Images Ongoing Minimal direct youth risk
Lawsuit
Midjourney Copyright Class-Action Ongoing Indirect youth risk via user-shared outputs
Character.Al Civil Litigation | Recent Filings Alleged minor Direct youth exposure; ID verification critical
interactions
Perplexity Al Publisher Ongoing Scraping/summarization | Minimal direct youth risk
Disputes claims
ByteDance Federal National Security Ongoing High amplification + youth exposure; verification
Investigation critical

8. Quantitative Risk Matrix

Scoring scale: 1 (low risk/strength) to 5 (high risk/strength). AV = Amplification Velocity. YEP = Youth Exposure
Probability. VR = Verification Robustness. AT = Audit Transparency. LEI = Legal Exposure Intensity. Scoring
reflects observable platform behaviors and public records as of February 2026; dynamic changes in platform
algorithms or enforcement may shift scores. Full scoring-threshold methodology is in Section 11.

Entity 1:\% YEP VR AT LEI Composite Risk
Meta Platforms 5 5 2 2 5 HIGH

TikTok (ByteDance) 5 5 1 1 5 CRITICAL
YouTube 5 4 2 2 5 HIGH

X (Twitter) 4 4 1 1 4 HIGH

Snap Inc. 4 4 2 2 4 HIGH

Character.Al 4 4 2 2 4 HIGH

Reddit 3 3 1 2 3 MODERATE
Discord 3 3 1 1 3 MODERATE
Telegram 3 3 1 1 4 MODERATE-HIGH
Pinterest 2 2 2 3 2 LOW

LinkedIn 2 1 2 3 2 LOW

OpenAl / ChatGPT 3 2 3 3 4 MODERATE
Microsoft Copilot 3 2 3 3 4 MODERATE
Google DeepMind (Gemini) 3 2 3 3 4 MODERATE
ByteDance Al (CapCut) 5 5 1 1 5 CRITICAL

Meta LLaMA 3 2 3 2 4 MODERATE
Anthropic (Claude) 3 2 3 3 3 LOW-MODERATE
Stability Al 3 1 2 2 3 LOW-MODERATE




Midjourney

LOW-MODERATE

Perplexity Al

LOW

9. Cross-Platform Amplification Mapping

Cross-platform amplification occurs when content or Al outputs originating on one platform are reshared, reposted,
or propagated to other platforms, increasing reach, virality, and youth exposure probability. Age verification gaps
allow adult-intended content to reach minors via cross-platform loops.

Source Platform

Target Platforms

Amplification Mechanism

Youth Exposure
Risk

Mitigation Points

TikTok X, Instagram, Discord Video reposts, screen recordings, cross- | Very High Tier 2/3 ID verification; content
post apps, user links watermarking; cross-platform mo
Meta (FB/IG) X, TikTok, YouTube Shared posts, reels, stories High Tier 2/3 enforcement; hash-based
tracking
YouTube TikTok, X, Discord, Reddit | Reuploads, link sharing, embedded High ID-gated content; parental filter
videos integrations; automated age gatin
X (Twitter) TikTok, Discord, Reddit Retweets, quotes, shared threads Medium-High Tier 2/3 verification; flagged amp
logs
Discord X, Telegram, Reddit Private servers, invite links, Al- Medium Enforce verification for Al-gener
generated content sharing content; audit logging
Telegram X, Discord, Reddit Forwarded channels, bot posts Medium Verification and monitoring; resti
forwarding of unverified content
Reddit X, Discord, TikTok Cross-posts, screenshots Medium Flagged subreddits; age-restricted
Tier 2/3 verification
Character.Al TikTok, Discord, Reddit Generated content screenshots, shared Medium-High Restrict minor access; auditable I
outputs 2/3 enforcement
OpenAl / X, Discord, Telegram, Generated outputs reposted by users Medium Output labeling; age-gated access
Midjourney / Reddit watermarking; enforcement
Stability AL

Key Patterns and Findings

High-Risk Amplification Nodes: TikTok, Meta, and YouTube are primary accelerators, especially for visually
engaging or algorithmically promoted content. Al-generated content (Character.Al, OpenAl, Midjourney) often
propagates via user-mediated pathways — amplification is partially indirect but significant.

Youth Exposure Hotspots: Platforms with AV >4 and YEP > 4 score highest in combined risk. Cross-platform
amplification dramatically increases risk in these cases. Unverified minors sharing content across platforms
magnifies exposure beyond any single platform's control.

Critical Mitigation Levers: tiered verification enforcement (only verified adults can generate content eligible for
viral amplification), content watermarking, cross-platform monitoring and audit logs, and platform-to-platform
cooperation agreements.

Failure Mode: Even a single platform with weak Verification Robustness can compromise the entire amplification
loop, allowing adult-targeted content to reach minors indirectly. Multi-platform amplification increases Legal
Exposure Intensity because regulators hold origin platforms partially responsible for downstream distribution.

10. Legislative Framework — Five Modules

These five modules translate the technical and behavioral architecture into a form suitable for federal legislative

action. Primary authority basis: Commerce Clause, child protection precedent, interstate digital commerce
regulation, and consumer protection authority.
Primary Federal Statutes Implicated

e Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA)
e Federal Trade Commission Act Section 5 — Unfair/Deceptive Practices



e Communications Decency Act Section 230 (reform scope)
e Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA)
e EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) — comparative reference only

Module | — Systemic Risk Statement

Al systems integrated into social amplification engines create measurable, documented youth exposure risk through:
(1) algorithmic recommendation engines that surface adult-intended content to underage accounts; (2) data capture
and reinforcement feedback loops that profile minor behavioral patterns without verified consent; (3) cross-platform
amplification chains that defeat single-platform enforcement efforts; and (4) absence of cryptographically verifiable
age assurance at content generation and distribution entry points.

Module Il — Empirical and Legal Record

Contained in Sections 7 and 8 above. All platform and Al behavior references, plus legal and regulatory actions, are
publicly documented or publicly verifiable. The Legal Exposure Ledger distinguishes adjudicated violations,
settlements, ongoing litigation, and regulatory scrutiny. No allegation is presented as adjudication.

Module Il — Quantitative Risk Classification Framework

Contained in Section 8 above; scoring rubric in Section 11. The cross-platform risk matrix provides a data-grounded
basis for prioritizing enforcement and rulemaking targets. Platforms with Composite Risk rated HIGH or
CRITICAL represent primary legislative targets.

Module IV — Legislative Proposal Framework

Federal Age-Tier Architecture Mandate (technical mechanism detailed in the companion Age Verification
Architecture document):

Tiered verification requirement for platforms exceeding defined monthly active user thresholds
Mandatory audit logging with independent verification provider certification

Third-party age-verification provider certification and recertification schedule

Al-generated content labeling requirement at point of publication
e  Cross-platform liability propagation for algorithmic amplification of unverified content
Enforcement Specification:

FTC oversight authority as primary federal enforcer
Civil penalty scaling: proportional to platform monthly active users and severity of non-compliance

Consent decree escalation triggers for repeat violations
e State attorney general concurrent enforcement authority preserved
Failure Mode Awareness (for Legislative Drafters):

Over-blocking: addressed via Tier 0 minimal access and appeals process

Privacy risk from over-verification: addressed via token-only architecture (see companion document)
Small business compliance burden: addressed via user-count thresholds and phased compliance
Jurisdictional conflicts with state law: federal floor with state ceiling preserved

International user access: addressed via jurisdiction-based regulatory mismatch indicators in the audit layer

Module V — Implementation Roadmap

Phase Timeline Activities
Phase 1 — Rulemaking Months 1-6 FTC rulemaking on age-tier verification standards; public comment
period; certification criteria for verification providers

Phase 2 — Platform Compliance Months 7-18 Platforms with HIGH/CRITICAL composite risk required to submit




Certification compliance plans; independent audits begin

Phase 3 — Enforcement Ramp Months 19-30 Civil penalty enforcement begins; consent decrees issued for non-
compliant platforms; public reporting

Phase 4 — Independent Audit Months 31-36+ Ongoing third-party audit cycle; scoring reassessment; regulatory

Regime update cycle based on platform behavior

11. Appendix — Risk Scoring Methodology

The following defines the criteria thresholds for each scoring dimension (1-5 scale), enabling reproducible,
auditable scoring by independent reviewers.

Amplification Velocity (AV)
e 5 — Real-time algorithmic recommendation at scale; viral sharing mechanics; content reaches millions
within hours
4 — Fast recommendation engine; strong sharing features; typical viral ceiling in tens of millions
3 — Moderate recommendation velocity; meaningful sharing but content-type limited
2 — Slower discovery mechanics; primarily search-driven or community-limited

1 — Minimal algorithmic amplification; direct or subscription-only reach

Youth Exposure Probability (YEP)

e 5 — Substantial documented minor user base; content non-restricted by default; high algorithmic
recommendation to minors

4 — Significant minor user population; some content controls but enforcement gaps documented
3 — Mixed user base; moderate minor presence; partial enforcement
2 — Primarily adult-oriented; minor presence minimal but not structurally prevented

1 — Adult-only by design and enforcement; structural access barriers for minors

Verification Robustness (VR)

5 — Cryptographically verified, audited, third-party age assurance; Tier 3 equivalent
4 — Verified account systems with meaningful identity confirmation; minor gaps

3 — Structured age gating with partial enforcement; some technical controls

2 — Self-reported age only with limited enforcement; experimental pilots only

1 — No enforced age verification; minimal friction at signup

Audit Transparency (AT)

5 — Full third-party audit access; public reporting; algorithmic transparency reports published
4 — Periodic transparency reports; some third-party access; partial moderation visibility

3 — Limited transparency reports; moderation logic partially disclosed

2 — Minimal public reporting; audit access restricted

1 — No meaningful external audit access; no public transparency reporting

Legal Exposure Intensity (LEI)
e 5 — Adjudicated settlement with major penalty and/or consent decree on child/privacy issues; multiple
ongoing actions
e 4 — Significant settlement or ongoing major litigation; regulatory investigation active
e 3 — Prior settlement or current regulatory scrutiny; issue directly relevant to youth protection



e 2 — Limited regulatory contact; minor actions or indirect relevance
e 1 — No significant regulatory actions; low legal exposure in relevant domains

Versioning

Version 1B (February 2026) combined this Al/platform accountability material with the age-verification architecture
in a single compendium.

Version 2.0 (this document, September 2026) separates the Al-and-platform risk classification and legislative
material back out as a standalone framework. See the companion document, “Age Verification Architecture,” for the
age-verification technical design and governance invariants.

End of Document.



